
 

 
 
 

 

January 4, 2022 
 
Dear Families,  
 
Happy New Year! As you know, the return to school for students has been delayed to Monday, 
January 10 to enable local and provincial authorities and school districts to adapt to the impact of 
the Omicron variant.  
 
This morning, administrators and staff returned to school to implement the enhanced health and 
safety measures announced last week, develop contingency plans to continue to support learning 
in the event of a functional closure (for example, if there are insufficient staff to open the school) 
and support the limited number of students (students with diverse needs and children of 
essential service workers) that need to attend school this week. 
 
We anticipate receiving further information and guidance from the Ministry and public health 
later this week and will share any new information with you as soon as we can. In the meantime, 
we encourage you to review the following important health and safety information:  
 
Masks 
 
Masks are an integral part of the safety protocol for COVID-19 at this time. Under the public 
health order, everyone who is able to (i.e. does not have a mask exemption) must wear a mask. 
When layered with other recommended public health measures, a well-constructed, well-fitting 
and properly worn mask can help prevent your child and others from being exposed to COVID-
19. No matter which type of mask your child is wearing, proper fit is a key factor in its 
effectiveness:  

• Make sure the mask completely covers your child’s nose, mouth and chin. 
• Check for gaps between your child’s face and the mask. 

o Check the top, sides and bottom of the mask. 
o Check the edges of the mask for air leaks and adjust if necessary. 

• Improve mask fit so it’s snug and has no gaps. 
o Adjust the ties, bands or ear loops. 
o Adjust the nosepiece. 

For helpful information on how to make masks fit properly, click here.  
 
Students should come to school with two to three clean, well-fitting masks each day to ensure 
they have back-ups available at school. Also, please remind your child to maximize the distance 
between themselves and others even while wearing their mask, both inside and outdoors.  

 

 

 

https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/12/Letter-to-families-Dec-30-final.pdf
https://www.deltasd.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/12/Letter-to-families-Dec-30-final.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/covid-19/covid-19-pho-order-face-coverings.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/covid-19/covid-19-pho-order-face-coverings.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/publications/diseases-conditions/covid-19-mask-fit-properly/covid-19-mask-fit-properly-en.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

COVID-19 Vaccines 

Vaccination is safe, highly effective, and the single most important preventive measure a person 
can take to protect themselves, their families and others from COVID-19. We encourage everyone 
who is eligible to get vaccinated against COVID-19.  

A safe, effective COVID-19 vaccine is now available for children aged 5 – 11. As of December 30, 
2021, only 41% of children aged 5-11 in Delta had received their first dose. The pediatric COVID-
19 vaccine directly protects children and will mean less disruption to the activities that are 
important to them, such as school, sports and social events, so it is very important that our 
younger students get vaccinated. To learn more about the vaccine for children and register your 
child for dose 1, please visit: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/children 

Daily Health Check 

The best way to prevent COVID-19 from spreading is to stay home when ill. Please continue to 
complete a daily health check with your child before sending them to school. The K to 12 Health 
Check website and app is an easy way to decide if your child should attend school based on their 
symptoms. It includes current health guidelines and offers an age-appropriate user experience 
for K to 12 students. Alternatively, Daily Health Check posters are available in 13 languages here 
on the BC Government website. 

We look forward to welcoming your children back to school on Monday, January 10. Thank you 
for your continued efforts in keeping each other physically safe, and for your ongoing support 
and understanding as we continue to navigate this pandemic. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Doug Sheppard 
Superintendent of Schools  
 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/covid-19/vaccine/children
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/
https://www.k12dailycheck.gov.bc.ca/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/education-training/k-12/covid-19-safe-schools#daily-health-checks

